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1.Introduction 

 

The Spend Management suite of applications has inherent standard reporting and dashboard tools 
that allow for rapid, user-friendly report design without the need for consultancy or detailed 
programming. Most of our clients go further and deploy Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting tool, 
powered by ETL Agile.  

This is a business intelligence and reporting solution built specifically to meet the needs of our Spend 
Management clients who need to bring information from PROACTIS and other Spend Management 
applications into a single reporting database. A typical example of this is combining data from 
PROACTIS P2P and your Finance/ERP system to achieve a single picture of budgeted, committed 
and actual spend by supplier and category.  

 

1.1. Benefits from Data Warehouse Automation 
 

Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting has been developed specifically for users with multiple data 
sources, high volumes of information or complex data sources; e.g. PROACTIS, Infor SunSystems,  
Dynamics NAV, Salesforce, Microsoft Excel etc.  It can provide the following benefits: 

 A cost-effective and simple way to build, maintain and support a BI platform 

 Create a data warehouse and/or OLAP cubes using a user-friendly ‘point and click’ tool 

 Can rapidly accommodate changes to BI requirements 

 Can be updated at a user defined frequency 

 Independent of Reporting, Dashboard, Data Visualisation, and BI Tools 

 Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting’s can reduce the time it takes to implement a BI 

solution by as much as 80% 

 

All of this is possible because the initial implementation takes roughly less than a quarter of the time 
normally taken up with traditional data warehousing projects. Changes and improvements can be 
implemented without interfering with business operations. Moreover, Touchstone’s Advanced 
Reporting also minimises repetitive, labour-intensive, and time-consuming tasks. 

 

”Before, it took us three days to 
build a new BI report, now we 
create one in only 45 minutes. We 
can say without hesitation that 
Advanced Reporting saves us 
80%” in time.” 

Customer Quote 
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2.Features Guide 

 

2.1. Independent of Presentation Layer 

 

Organisations typically have a number of existing applications they use to present their data to users. 
Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting acts independently of any one chosen platform; instead, it will 
deploy and power data into any of your existing Reporting, Data Visualisation, Dashboard’s and BI 
Tools.  

So, rather than have to purchase and deploy yet another reporting tool, you can leverage the 
knowledge of, and prior investment in, your existing reporting applications. Examples of the tools we 
have used to present the data from Advanced Reporting: 

 

 PROACTIS Spend Visibility dashboards 

 Targit Business Intelligence 

 Infor d/EPM or Birst  

 Microsoft Power BI 

 Microsoft Excel 

 Tableau 

 QlikView  

 MSSQL Reporting Services 

 

2.2. Support for Any Data Source 
 

Organisations often rely on a range of different financial and operational system, each of which 
stores data in a different location, database or format. To meet the need of effective cross-platofrm 
reporting, Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting supports a wide range of source systems including 
ERP and CRM, multiple formats, and from different databases systems.  

With the tools available on Microsoft SQL Server, there is practically no limit to the data source types 
you can use with Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting. Example Data Sources we have worked with: 

 

 IBM DB2 

 IBM Informix 

 Oracle 

 NAV 2.60, 3.60, 3.70, 4.00 Native ODBC 

 Excel sheets 

 Text files 

 Generic Microsoft SQL Server 

 Generic ODBC Sources  
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2.3. Prebuilt Application Adapters 

 

Application Adapters are intelligent connectors that know the structure of the source system and use 
that knowledge to simplify a connection. Touchstone Spend Management has developed and 
deployed Application Adapters for a number of popular systems, and we make these available to 
our clients to ensure fast, proven data integration with your existing systems: 

 

 PROACTIS (see 2.4) 

 Infor SunSystems 

 Dynamics CRM 

 Dynamics NAV 

 Dynamics AX 

 Dynamics GP 

 SAP R/3 

 Agresso 

 Salesforce 
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2.4. PROACTIS - MS Excel Based Reports 

 

To complement the PROACTIS Application Adapter, a number of template reports have been 
developed within MS Excel. These reports cover both transactional reports (with drilldown) and set 
up information from the PROACTIS Management Console (PMC) and are easily deployed as prebuilt 
reports. 

 

PMS Template Reports Transactional Template Reports 

Buyer Pools Orders 

Currency Rates Order by Nominal Line 

Invoice Discrepancies Invoices 

Items Invoice by Nominal Line 

Template and Template Authorisations Requisitions 

Item Template Access Top 10 Suppliers and Items 

Master File Audit Supplier Review 

Nominal Group Entries Authorisations 

Nominal Authorisation Commitments 

Tax Codes and Rates Deliveries 

Supplier Branches Expenses 

Supplier Item and Prices  

Suppliers  

User Information, setup, Grades etc.  

 

2.5. Tight Integration with Microsoft SQL Server 
 

Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting is built for Microsoft SQL Server and works seamlessly with 
Visual Studio and other platform tools.  For example, you can easily build SSIS packages in Visual 
Studio and execute them through Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting. 

Whenever Microsoft releases a new version of SQL Server, we make sure your existing projects still 
work. We tune our code generation engine to take advantage of any improvements that can speed 
up your project execution, giving you better performance without any work on your part. 

 

 

 



 

5 

 

2.6. QlikView Modeller and Script Generator 

 

QlikView is a popular presentation tool that enables business users to rapidly build views and 
dashboards.  However, the backend implementation can easily get complex and time-consuming 
due to its need for developer scripting. 

In Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting, you can create QlikView models that are ready for import into 
your QVW documents. This eliminates the need for scripting in QlikView. 

Models generated by Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting are optimised for performance by including 
surrogate keys for composite joins instead of slow and complex synthetic keys. Touchstone’s 
Advanced Reporting also uses the resident clause and allows for storage into QVD files for better 
performance. You can also include translations to create models in several languages. 

 

2.7. Maximum Results with Minimal Coding 

 

Data warehouses have traditionally been coded “by hand” in projects that span many months or 
even years. The innovative interface of Touchstone’s Advanced Reporting enables you to build a 
powerful data warehouse solution in a short amount time and with a minimum of coding without 
compromising on code efficiency, versatility, or speed. Key features include: 

 

 Visual Development Interface 

 Multiple Environment Deployment 

 Team Development 

 Work Items 

 SQL Snippets 

 

2.8. Intelligent Execution 

 

Modern businesses cannot wait for days on updates to their data warehouses. Touchstone’s 
Advanced Reporting’s advanced multithreaded execution engine updates data warehouses within 
minutes or hours. And with offline cube processing, there’s no downtime for the users. Features 
include: 

 Managed Thread Execution 

 Offline Cube Processing 

 Incremental Load 
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2.9. Data Warehousing 
 

A data warehouse is the best foundation for any business intelligence solution. Touchstone’s 
Advanced Reporting utilises a wide range of data warehouse automation techniques and is the 
fastest and easiest way to build a data warehouse, and includes: 

 Data Staging 

 Data Lineage Diagrams 

 Automated Documentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


